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NAFTA’s Impact on Pennsylvania: 
Job Loss Has Led to Downward Pressure  

on Wages and Living Standards 
 

New Reports Show 35,000 Jobs Lost in Pennsylvania; 
766,000 Jobs Lost Nationwide 

 
When the North American Free Trade Agreement was being debated by the United States 
Congress in 1993, proponents argued that the passage of NAFTA would lead to increased 
job opportunities and rising living standards in the United States, Canada, and Mexico. 
Seven years later, evidence of economic gains for the majority of the population has failed 
to materialize in Pennsylvania and the rest of the United States. Nor are the majority of 
people in Canada or Mexico better off as a result of NAFTA.  
 
In Pennsylvania and the United States overall, NAFTA has been a net destroyer of jobs, as 
a result of increased trade deficits. Nationally, a recent report from the Economic Policy 
Institute (EPI) shows, more than three-quarters of a million jobs and job opportunities 
were eliminated in the United States by increased trade deficits with Canada and Mexico 
during the operation of NAFTA. i More than half a million of these job losses were direct 
job losses in manufacturing, the sector principally affected by trade. By comparison, the 
net job loss in U.S. manufacturing since the 1998 “Asian financial crisis” largely induced 
by the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank’s financial liberalization and 
austerity policies, which also caused huge job losses through increased U.S. trade deficits, 
was 368,000 jobs ii (Table 1.) A state-by-state analysis by EPI shows that more than 
35,000 of NAFTA’s lost jobs and job opportunities were in Pennsylvania, with 27,000 
direct job losses in manufacturing. The manufacturing job loss in Pennsylvania included 
5,000 jobs lost in the production of electronic and electrical machinery, and more than 
2000 jobs lost in the production of motor vehicles and other transportation equipment.iii 
By April 2001, the government’s NAFTA -Transitional Adjustment Assistance program 
(NAFTA-TAA), which only counts some NAFTA job losses, had certified 23,775 
workers in Pennsylvania as having lost their jobs due to NAFTA (Table 2.)iv The 
distribution of these job losses has led to downward pressure on living standards and a 
weakening of workers’ bargaining power. There is little reason to expect negotiations 
underway to extend the NAFTA model of economic integration to the rest of the Western 
Hemisphere – the proposed “Free Trade Area of the Americas” [FTAA]  to lead to a 
different result. 
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Thus, a central claim of proponents of NAFTA in 1993, that NAFTA would create jobs in 
the United States, has been refuted by actual experience. The failure of NAFTA to achieve 
this central claim made for it by its proponents justifies skepticism in evaluating present 
claims of benefits from expanding NAFTA through the FTAA.  
 
Given NAFTA’s failure to create jobs in the United States, it is now common for 
proponents of NAFTA and of NAFTA expansion to concede that the purpose of NAFTA 
was never to create jobs. Now it is claimed that NAFTA has nothing to do with job 
creation, that the real significance of NAFTA is in promoting economic efficiency and 
therefore economic growth through increased international competition, and it is pointed 
out that the number of jobs lost due to NAFTA is small compared with the number of jobs 
created during the last expansion of the business cycle.  
 
But the fact that more jobs were created by the economic expansion than were lost due to 
NAFTA does not imply that NAFTA job losses were inconsequential, because not all jobs 
are equal. As we would expect, NAFTA job losses have overwhelmingly occurred in 
manufacturing, since it is mostly the products of the manufacturing sector that are traded 
internationally. But average wages in the manufacturing sector are higher than in the rest 
of the economy. While the overall level of unemployment is determined more by the 
interest rate policy of the Federal Reserve than by trade policy, trade policy is reshaping 
the distribution of employment.  
 
Surveys indicate that when workers displaced by trade do find new jobs, their wages fall, 
with earnings declining by an average of over 13%v. These displaced workers’ new jobs 
are likely to be in the service industry, the source of the overwhelming majority of new 
jobs created in the last decade. Average compensation in the service sector is only 77% of 
that in the manufacturing sector.vi With the current business cycle expansion ending, 
displaced workers will find even fewer opportunities. 
 
Moreover, both the theoretical and empirical evidence for significant gains in economic 
growth from NAFTA-type trade and investment liberalization is extremely weak.  
 
In a recent paper, economist Dean Baker of the Center for Economic and Policy Research 
estimated what the direct gains to the U.S. economy would be of removing all tariffs on 
imports. He found that the gain would be roughly $10 billion a year, a mere 0.1 percent 
increase in the size of the economy. If such a gain were distributed evenly to all 
households, it would add about $45 a year to an average family income, less than $1 a 
week.vii By comparison, this is about a quarter of what even lower-income households can 
expect to get from the tax cuts currently being considered by the Congress. 
 
The empirical evidence that NAFTA-type trade and investment liberalization leads to 
higher growth is no stronger. In a recent study using World Bank data, the Center for 
Economic Policy Research compared economic growth rates for 116 countries in the last 
two decades – a period of NAFTA-style trade and investment liberalization promoted by 
the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the World Trade Organization – 
with the previous two decades, when national barriers to trade and investment flows were 



higher. The CEPR study found that three-quarters of the countries had significantly higher 
growth rates in the earlier period – exactly the opposite of what one would expect if trade 
liberalization had led to higher growth.viii 
 
In particular, neither Mexico nor Canada has seen broad economic benefits for the 
majority of working families under NAFTA. In Mexico, between 1991 and 1998, the 
share of workers in salaried jobs with benefits fell sharply. By 1998, the incomes of 
salaried workers had fallen 25%. Under NAFTA, manufacturing wages in Mexico fell 
21%.ix In Canada, real incomes declined for the majority of the population in the 1990s, as 
unemployment averaged near 10% of the workforce.x 
 
There is little evidence that NAFTA has generated broad economic benefits. The costs of 
NAFTA to working families in Pennsylvania and the rest of the United States – lost jobs 
and wages, weakened environmental laws, restrictions on democratic decision-making – 
have not been offset by economic gains for the majority of working families, in the United 
States, Mexico, or Canada. 
 
 

Table 2 
Pennsylvania NAFTA-TAA Certifications as of 

April, 2001 

Company City 
What They 
Produced Petitioners Cause 

Estimated 
Workers 

Hi Line Storage 
Systems  

Perkasic heavy duty 
storage racks 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

30 

American Olean 
Tile 

Lansdale ceramic wall tile USWA Moved to 
Mexico 

478 

Frank H. Fleer Philadelphia cutting & 
collartion of 
sports cards 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

212 

General Electric Erie motors UE Moved to 
Mexico 

163 

Beck Arnley 
Worldparts 

Pittsburgh auto parts IBT Moved to 
Canada 

54 

Bortz Chocolate Reading chocolate candy Workers Moved to 
Canada 

12 

Dale Electronics Bradford electronics Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

40 



Keystone 
Transformer 

Pennsburg transformers Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

180 

Keystone 
Transformer 

Trumbauersville transformers Workers NAFTA  
Imports 

Thomas and 
Betts 

Mercer infrared heaters USWA Moved to 
Mexico 

3 

Strick Fairless Hills truck trailers and 
container chassic 

Company Mexican 
Imports 

815 

Strick Berwick truck trailers and 
container chassic 

Company Mexican  
Imports 

Strick Danville truck trailers and 
container chassic 

Company Mexican  
Imports 

J.E. Morgan 
Knitting Mills 

Tamaqua thermal 
underwear 

Workers Mexican 
Imports 

8 

Strick Hughesville truck trailer 
flooring 

Company Mexican 
Imports 

40 

Rohm and Haas Philadelphia ion exchange 
resins and 
herbicides 

Workers Mexican 
Imports 

20 

Matsushita 
Electric Corp. of 
America 

Erie boiler 
components 

USWA Canadian 
Imports 

110 

Mead (The) Fairless Hills folding cartons GCU Moved to 
Canada 

101 

Haddon 
Craftsmen 

Scranton books (binding of 
books) 

Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

400 

Advanced 
Metallurgy 

McKeesport electrical 
contacts for large 
generators 

Workers Mexican 
Imports 

40 

Hubbell Fogelsville electrical 
weatherproofed 
products 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

5 



Burns Philip Bethlehem food colors and 
the famous 
sauce line 

USWA Moved to 
Canada 

10 

Spectro Knit Mifflinburg ladies' knit tops 
and sweatshirts  

Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

62 

Plaid Clothing 
Group 

Chambersburg men's suits UNITE Moved to 
Mexico 

350 

Procter and 
Gamble 

Hatboro pharmaceutical 
(VapoSteam 
VapoCream) 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

170 

Cesare's Apparel Danielsville women's blouses 
and vests 

UNITE NAFTA 
Imports 

150 

Blue Bird Fabrics York fabric UNITE NAFTA 
Imports 

80 

D.S. Knitting White Mills childrens 
sweaters 

Company NAFTA 
Imports 

21 

R and S Dress Shippensburg children's 
dresses 

Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

40 

Woolrich Avis apparel; 
outerwear and 
sportswear 

Company Moved to 
Mexico 

130 

Woolrich Blanchard apparel; 
sportswear and 
outerwear 

Company Moved to 
Mexico 

220 

Woolrich Woolrich apparel; 
sportswear and 
outerwear 

Company Moved to 
Mexico 

100 

Anchor Glass Connellsville glass containers GMPPAW Moved to 
Mexico 

208 

Louis Gallet Uniontown men's and 
women's 
sweaters 

Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

25 

Stabilus Colmar pneumatic spring 
and dampers 

Company Moved to 
Mexico 

278 



C-Cor 
Electronics 

Reedsville power supplies 
assemblies 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

30 

Nu-Kote, 
International 

Connellsville mixes chemicals 
for copy machine 

USWA Moved to 
Mexico 

55 

Nu-Kote, 
International 

Derry mixes chemicals 
for copy 
machines 

USWA Moved to 
Mexico 

55 

Trinity Industries Greenville railroad cars UAW NAFTA 
Imports 

1000 

AMP Middletown custom cable 
assemblies 

Company Moved to 
Mexico 

376 

Miller Group 
(The) 

Port Carbon t-shirts Company Moved to 
Mexico 

200 

Miller Group 
(The) 

Schuylkill 
Haven 

t-shirts Company Moved to  
Mexico 

Miller Group 
(The) 

Pine Grove t-shirts Company Moved to  
Mexico 

Miller Group 
(The) 

Schuylkill 
Haven 

t-shirts Company Moved to  
Mexico 

Bell Sports Lancaster headlight 
systems  

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

35 

General Cable Montoursville consumer cord 
sets 

IUE Moved to 
Mexico 

111 

Littlestown Littlestown pants, shirts, 
knits, toddler 
suits 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

44 

Motor Coils 
Manufacturing 

Braddock bull gears and 
pinions 

IUE Moved to 
Mexico 

25 

Motor Coils Lawrenceville bull gears and 
pinions 

IUE Moved to 
Mexico 

25 

O and H 
Manufacturing 

Allentown knit 
undergarments & 
men's shirts 

UNITE NAFTA 
Imports 

34 

Connie Casuals 
Limited 

Bangor ladies' blouses UNITE NAFTA 
Imports 

17 



Connie Casuals 
Limited 

Pen Argyl ladies' blouses UNITE NAFTA 
Imports 

3 

Scotch Maid Allentown athletic apparel, 
gym wear & 
activewear 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

80 

Thomas and 
Betts 

Mercer unit heaters USWA Mexican 
Imports 

14 

Caparo Steel Farrell slab steel Workers Mexican 
Imports 

175 

Stanwood Mills Slatington greige goods UNITE NAFTA 
Imports 

15 

Dana Berwick leaf springs UAW Mexican 
Imports 

105 

Kaiser Alumiunm 
and Chemical 

Erie forgings and 
extrusions 

UAW NAFTA 
Imports 

140 

Dana Reading truck frames, 
truck side rails 

USWA Canadian 
Imports 

850 

American 
Standard 
Apparel 

Williamsport women's, men's 
and children's 
apparel 

Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

220 

Crown Cork and 
Seal 

Philadelphia coated sheet 
metal for cans 

GCIU Moved to 
Canada 

60 

Alfred Angelo Horsham bridal & 
bridesmaids 
gowns 

ILGWU Moved to 
Mexico 

99 

Chester Clothes Philipsburg men's and boys' 
suits 

UNITE NAFTA 
Imports 

106 

Alfred Angelo Hatboro bridal & 
bridesmaids 
gowns 

ILGWU Moved to  
Mexico 

Alfred Angelo Willow Grove bridal & 
bridesmaids 
gowns 

ILGWU Moved to  
Mexico 

Overly Door Greensburg metal doors Workers Mexican 
Imports 

22 



VIZ 
Manufacturing 

Philadelphia meteorological 
instruments 

Company Moved to 
Mexico 

90 

CCL Industries Chester collapsible metal 
tubes 

USWA Moved to 
Mexico 

20 

Gent J Plymouth ladies' 
blazers/jackets & 

UNITE NAFTA 
Imports 

28 

Richfield Apparel Richfield men's & boys' 
dress and sport 
shirts 

Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

100 

B.W. 
Manufacturing 

Indiana ladies' skirts and 
slacks, vests, 
tops 

Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

46 

Kaufman 
Footwear 

Dushore nylon and leather 
boot uppers 

Workers Moved to 
Canada 

263 

Kirby 
Manufacturing 

McClure pajamas, robes, 
tops and pants 

Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

25 

Budd Company 
(The) 

Philadelphia automotive 
stampings 
(doors, roofs, 
etc) 

UAW Canadian 
Imports 

868 

Terre Ann Terre Hill women's 
sportswear, knit 
tops and pants 

Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

40 

Gateway 
Sportswear 

Masontown women's pants, 
skirts, and t-
shirts 

Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

45 

Garland 
Commerical 
Industries 

Freeland commerical 
cooking 
equipment 

Company Moved to 
Canada 

22 

Cott 
Manufacturing 

West Mifflin line 
indentification 
markers 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

8 

Berg Electronics Clearfield electronic 
connectors 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

31 

Siebe Appliance 
Controls 

New Stanton appliance 
controls 

Company Moved to 
Mexico 

147 



Pfaltzgraff 
Company (The) 

Bendersville stoneware and 
dinneware 

Workers Mexican 
Imports 

16 

Dalmatia Herndon girl's dresses, 
tops, and pants 

Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

31 

Precise Polestar State College injected molded 
plastic 
components 

Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

17 

Gintex, LTD Pittston dresses UNITE NAFTA 
Imports 

25 

ICI Explosives 
USA 

Tamaqua detonators OCAW Canadian 
Imports 

91 

Summit Station Pine Grove sleepwear and 
outerwear 

UNITE Moved to 
Mexico 

45 

General Electric Erie dc motors and 
component parts 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

35 

W. Seitchik and 
Sons 

Philadelphia men's tailored 
clothing 

UNITE Moved to 
Mexico 

110 

Component 
Technology 

Erie dispenser 
molding and 
assembly 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

245 

Romart Scranton men's tailored 
suits jackets & 
coats 

UNITE NAFTA 
Imports 

50 

Atapco- 
American 
Trading & 
Production Co 

Bristol paper related 
filing supplies 

GCIU Moved to 
Mexico 

225 

Standard Steel 
Specialty 

Beaver Falls elevator guide 
rail 

USWA Moved to 
Canada 

15 

AMP Seven Valleys radio frequency 
parts 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

181 



Columbia Forest 
Products 

New Freedom sliced hardwood 
veneer 

IUE Canadian 
Imports 

209 

Advantage Lift 
Systems  

Williamson in-ground vehicle 
hoists 

Company Moved to 
Mexico 

27 

Custom 
Engineering 

Erie oil pans for 
locomotives 

Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

15 

Triple A Trouser Scranton men's and boys 
slacks 

UNITE Canadian 
Imports 

30 

Mayflower 
Manufacturing 

Old Forge men's drss & 
casual slacks 

UNITE Canadian 
Imports 

61 

Garden State 
Tanning 

Fleetwood leather cut sets 
for automotive 
industry 

Company Moved to 
Mexico 

200 

Timken Latrobe 
Steel 

Latrobe tool and die steel USWA Canadian 
Imports 

41 

Dee Fashions Centralia women's formal 
wear 

Workers Mexican 
Imports 

50 

Day Timers East Texas business 
planners and 
calendar 

Company Moved to 
Mexico 

40 

Repap 
Technologies 

Valley Forge pulp and paper Workers Moved to 
Canada 

30 

General Electric Malvern analog & power 
line carrier 
devices 

IUE Moved to 
Canada 

36 

Yocom Knitting Stowe t-shirts ACTWU Moved to 
Mexico 

19 

Linden Knitting 
Wear 

Mohrsville t-shirts ACTWU Moved to  
Mexico 

Tarkett Whitehall vinyl flooring PACE Canadian 
Imports 

15 



Vesuvius USA Zelienople alumina slide 
gate refractories 

IAM Moved to 
Mexico 

133 

Miller Group 
(The) 

Schuylkill 
Haven 

t-shirts and 
sweatshirts  

Company Mexican 
Imports 

48 

Techneglas Pittston picture tube 
panels, glass 
panels 

GMP Moved to 
Mexico 

52 

Ashmore 
Sportswear 

Leola t-shirts Company Mexican 
Imports 

13 

Sensus 
Technologies 

Uniontown low volume 
registers for 
water meters 

USWA Moved to 
Mexico 

3 

Hubbell-Bell Fogelsville electrical fittings IBEW Moved to 
Mexico 

83 

Dixon 
Ticonderoga 

Deer Lake markers, pens & 
art kits 

Company Moved to 
Mexico 

108 

Bachman 
Company (The) 

Phoenixville potato chips BCTGM Moved to 
Canada 

97 

Invensys 
Appliance 
Controls 

New Stanton diastats used in 
heat controls 

USWA Moved to 
Mexico 

72 

Reiniger 
Brothers 

Hatsboro fresh cut flowers Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

40 

Muskin Leisure 
Products 

Wilkes-Barre above ground 
swimming pools, 
etc. 

IUE Canadian 
Imports 

30 

Funtime 
Sportswear 

Moscow  sports bars and 
shorts 

Workers Mexican 
Imports 

160 

AMP Middletown fiber optic 
connectors 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

19 

Trinity Industries Greenville railroad cars, 
parts and repair 

UAW Mexican 
Imports 

1071 



North American 
Refractories 

Curwensville alumina 
refractories 

USWA Moved to 
Canada 

44 

General 
Instrument 

Horsham broadband 
amplifiers 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

6 

QRC Corporation Philadelphia escalator 
handrails 

Workers Canadian 
Imports 

9 

FCI Electronics York cable assemblies 
for computer 

Company Mexican 
Imports 

18 

Hempfield 
Foundries 

Greensburg pipe fitting USWA Mexican 
Imports 

30 

Dana Reading heavy truck side 
rails 

USWA Canadian 
Imports 

28 

Crown Cork and 
Seal 

S. Connellsville twist-off caps 
with paper liners 

GMP Moved to 
Canada 

10 

Allied Signal Smethport petroleum bulk 
waxes  

Company Moved to 
Canada 

78 

GL&V Dorr 
Oliver 

Hazleton filtration 
equipment 

Workers Moved to 
Canada 

55 

Laurel Mold Jeannette molds for glass 
industry 

GMPWU NAFTA 
Imports 

8 

Dana Reading light duty pickup 
truck frames 

USWA NAFTA 
Imports 

1087 

ABB Automotive Williamsport cable and 
harnesses 
assemblies 

Workers Moved to 
Canada 

27 

Sony Electronics Frackville speaker systems  Company Moved to 
Mexico 

54 

Winpak Portion 
Packaging 

Bristol containes for 
food & dairy 

USWA Moved to 
Canada 

148 

Jandy Apparel Hellman girls clothing Workers Mexican 
Imports 

80 

True Temper 
Hardware 

Harrisburg workmate tables USWA Canadian 
Imports 

116 



Danskin York women's 
activewear 
apparel 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

230 

Briggs Industries Somerset vitreous toilet 
tanks 

GMPPU Mexican 
Imports 

80 

VIZ 
Manufacturing 

Philadelphia meteorological Company Moved to 
Mexico 

90 

Atessa Philadelphia men's suit coats 
& pants 

UNITE NAFTA 
Imports 

80 

Northside 
Manufacturing 

Philipsburg men's and boys' 
suits 

Company NAFTA 
Imports 

5 

CCL Industries Chester collapsible metal 
tubes 

USWA Moved to 
Mexico 

20 

Gent J Plymouth ladies' UNITE NAFTA 
Imports 

28 

Pennzoil 
Products 

Bradford natural gas and 
crude oil 

UERMA NAFTA 
Imports 

44 

Chester Clothes Philipsburg men's and boys' 
suits 

UNITE NAFTA 
Imports 

106 

Pinewood 
Casuals 

Philipsburg men's and boys' 
suits 

Company NAFTA 
Imports 

5 

Trinity Industries Lyndora railroad cars UAW Moved to 
Mexico 

50 

RHI Refractories 
America 

Womelsdorf magnesia 
refractories 

USWA Moved to 
Mexico 

52 

Sensus 
Technologies 

Uniontown water meters USWA Moved to 
Canada 

110 

Motor Coils 
Manufacturing 

Braddock traction motors & IUE Mexican 
Imports 

120 

Sports 
Spectacular 

Philipsburg men's and boys' 
suits 

Company NAFTA 
Imports 

2 

Triboro Electrical Doylestown electrical wiring Company Moved to 
Mexico 

18 



Overly Door Greensburg metal doors Workers Mexican 
Imports 

22 

Thomson 60 
Case 

Lancaster steel shafting USWA Moved to 
Mexico 

53 

Dallco Industries York women's & girl's 
apparel 

Company NAFTA 
Imports 

12 

H.H. Rosinsky Philadelphia ladies' apparel Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

50 

Seton Company Saxton leather hide for 
car seats 

Company Moved to 
Mexico 

400 

Triboro Electric 
Co. 

Doylestown electrical wiring IBEW Moved to 
Mexico 

73 

American Meter Erie radial flow valves IUE Moved to 
Mexico 

22 

Thomson 
Consumer 
Electroncis 

Feasterville narrow band 
printer ribbons 

Workers Mexican 
Imports 

3 

TRW Danville internal 
combustion 
engine valves 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

49 

Bru Mar 
Maufacturing 

Allentown swimsuits and 
bodywear 

Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

45 

McDowell 
Manufacturing 

DuBois oil pipe thread 
protectors 

USWA NAFTA 
Imports 

3 

Cabot Oil and 
Gas 

various 
locations 

natural gas and 
oil 

Company Canadian  
Imports 

Collegeville 
Imagineering 

Zionsville halloween 
costumes 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

76 

Collegeville 
Imagineering 

Norristown halloween 
costumes 

Workers Moved to  
Mexico 

Cooper 
Industries 

Cannonsburg power 
transformers 

USWA Canadian 
Imports 

20 

Marconi 
Technologies 

Lancaster cable and wire 
harness 
assemblies 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

65 



Scotty's 
Fashions 

Lewistown ladies jackets, 
vests, and slacks 

ILGWU NAFTA 
Imports 

610 

Kresgeville 
Manufacturing 

Kresgeville ladies jackets, 
vests, and slacks 

ILGWU NAFTA  
Imports 

American 
Standard 
Apparel 

Williamsport women's apparel Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

70 

American 
Standard 
Apparel 

Williamsport women's apparel Workers NAFTA  
Imports 

R Manufacturing Lilly dresses and 
blouses 

Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

61 

Key Plastics Felton plastic molded 
items for 
automobiles 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

38 

500 Fashion 
Group 

Northhampton men's sport 
coats and suits 

ACTWU Mexican 
Imports 

105 

500 Fashion 
Group 

Whitehall men's sport 
coats and suits 

ACTWU Mexican  
Imports 

500 Fashion 
Group 

Philadelphia men's sport 
coats and suits 

ACTWU Mexican  
Imports 

Exide Hamburg automobile 
batteries 
(industrial) 

USWA NAFTA 
Imports 

150 

Roadware Kylertown ARANs; 
automatic road 
analyzers 

Workers Moved to 
Canada 

20 

Reidbord Bros. Pittsburgh men's trousers Company Mexican 
Imports 

150 



General Electric Erie locomotive parts UE Moved to 
Mexico 

1500 

Nieder York fire hoses Workers Moved to 
Canada 

10 

Equitable 
Resources 
Energy 

Various 
locations in 

natural oil and 
gas 

Company Canadian  
Imports 

American Meter Erie regulator 
assembly for gas 
meters 

IUE Moved to 
Mexico 

17 

Scentique 
Boudoir 
Accessories 

Carbondale lingerie and 
accessories 

Company NAFTA 
Imports 

50 

Rad Woodwork Nescopeck laminated floors 
and butcher-
block 

UWA NAFTA 
Imports 

22 

The Isfel Danville children's wear 
for girls 

Workers Mexican 
Imports 

190 

The Isfel Shamokin Dam children's wear 
for girls 

Workers Mexican  
Imports 

Crown Cork and 
Seal 

Philadelphia steel food cans IAM Canadian 
Imports 

210 

Wheelabrator Pittsburgh standard air 
pollution control 
products 

Workers Moved to 
Canada 

4 

Tailor Tech Catawissa children's and 
ladies clothing 

Workers Mexican 
Imports 

25 

Lewistown 
Specialty Yarns 

Lewistown polyester yarn UNITE NAFTA 
Imports 

568 

Farr West Hazelton HVAC filters Workers Moved to 
Canada 

50 

Thomas and 
Betts 

Montgomeryvill
e 

electrical 
components 

Company Moved to 
Mexico 

152 

Thomas and 
Betts 

North Wales electrical 
components 

Company Moved to  
Mexico 

Masland 
Industries 

Lewistown automotive 
interior trim 
products 

UNITE Moved to 
Canada 

20 



Winona Knitting 
Mills 

Berwick sweaters Company NAFTA 
Imports 

155 

Allied Signal South Montrose wire cable and 
harness 

IAM NAFTA 
Imports 

137 

ELCO Huntingdon electric 
connectors 

IBEW Moved to 
Mexico 

85 

Turbotvile Dress Turbotville children's 
knitwear 

Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

48 

W.R. Grace and 
- Conn. 

New Castle polystyrene 
board 

IAM Moved to 
Mexico 

10 

Kinney Shoe Beaver Springs shoes Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

200 

L. Grief Shippensburg mens suit pants, 
slacks and vests 

Workers Mexican 
Imports 

25 

Osram Sylvania St. Marys incandescent 
lightbulbs 

Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

85 

J.C. Decker Montgomery pet supplies and 
small leather 
good 

Workers NAFTA 
Imports 

38 

Progressive 
Knitting Mills of 
Pennsylvan 

Philadelphia cutting and 
sewing of active 
wear 

UNITE NAFTA 
Imports 

50 

Grief Lehigh Valley men's clothing: 
suit coats 

Workers Mexican 
Imports 

60 

North American 
Communications 

Duncansville direct mail 
services 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

125 

American 
Baseball Cap 

Friedens batting helmets Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

7 

Money's Foods 
U.S. 

Blandon mushrooms  Company Moved to 
Canada 

300 

National 
Electrical Carbon 
Products 

East 
Stroudsburg 

carbon brushes Company Mexican 
Imports 

26 



Milacron Resin 
Abrasives 

Carlisle grinding wheels USWA Moved to 
Mexico 

23 

C-Cor.net State College cable television 
amplifiers 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

486 

Hatfield Trousers Hatfield men's pants UNITE Moved to 
Mexico 

50 

Lending Textile Montgomery decorative textile 
trims  

Company Moved to 
Mexico 

120 

Portola 
Packaging 

New Castle plastic bottle 
caps 

Workers Moved to 
Mexico 

20 

   Total 23775 
 
 
                                          
i “NAFTA's Hidden Costs – Trade Agreement Results in Job Losses, Growing Inequality, and Wage 
Suppression for the United States,” Robert E. Scott, Economic Policy Institute, April 2001, 
http://www.epinet.org 
ii “National Employment, Hours, and Earnings,” Bureau of Labor Statistics, http://www.bls.gov. 
iii "NAFTA'S Impact on the States--The Industries and States That Suffered the Most in the Agreement's 
First Seven Years," Robert E. Scott and Jana Shannon, Economic Policy Institute, April 2001, 
http://www.epinet.org. 
iv As of April, 2001, the Department of Labor had certified more than 328,798 U.S. workers as having lost 
their jobs directly due to NAFTA. See “A Sampling of NAFTA Related Job Loss... NAFTA Transitional 
Adjustment Assistance (NAFTA TAA),” web site of Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch, 
http://www.tradewatch.org/taa97acs/KEYTAA.html, which explains some of the reasons NAFTA-TAA 
numbers do not capture all NAFTA job losses. In addition, NAFTA-TAA does not reflect jobs that would 
have been created in the U.S. had the U.S. trade deficit not increased. 
v State of Working America: 2000-01, Lawrence Mishel, Jared Bernstein, and John Schmitt, 2001, p. 24 
vi State of Working America: 2000-01, Lawrence Mishel, Jared Bernstein, and John Schmitt, 2001, p. 169. 
vii “Gaining With Trade?” Dean Baker, Center for Economic and Policy Research, April 2001, 
http://www.cepr.net . 
viii “The Emperor Has No Growth: Declining Economic Growth Rates in the Era of Globalization,” Mark 
Weisbrot, Robert Naiman, and Joyce Kim, Center for Economic and Policy Research, September 2000, 
http://www.cepr.net . 
ix “The Impact of NAFTA on Wages and Incomes in Mexico,” Carlos Salas, La Red de Investigadores y 
Sindicalistas Para Estudios Laborales (RISEL), in “NAFTA at Seven: Its Impact on Workers in All Three 
Nations,” Economic Policy Institute, April 2001, http://www.epinet.org. 
x “False Promise: Canada in the Free Trade Era,” Bruce Campbell, Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, 
in  “NAFTA at Seven: Its Impact on Workers in All Three Nations,” Economic Policy Institute, April 2001, 
http://www.epinet.org. 


